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MICHAEL A. WOODS, which nominations
were received by the Senate and appeared in
the Congressional Record of June 7, 2018.

PN2094 NAVY nominations (13) beginning
JEANINE F. BENJAMIN, and ending SA-
VANNA S. STEFFEN, which nominations
were received by the Senate and appeared in
the Congressional Record of June 7, 2018.

PN2095 NAVY nominations (527) beginning
CHARLES B. ABBOTT, and ending STEVEN
ZIELECHOWSKI, which nominations were
received by the Senate and appeared in the
Congressional Record of June 7, 2018.

PN2096 NAVY nominations (16) beginning
HASAN ABDULMUTAKALLIM, and ending
STANLEY C. WARE, which nominations
were received by the Senate and appeared in
the Congressional Record of June 7, 2018.

PN2097 NAVY nominations (27) beginning
BRADLEY H. ABRAMOWITZ, and ending
CORNELL A. WOODS, which nominations
were received by the Senate and appeared in
the Congressional Record of June 7, 2018.

PN2098 NAVY nominations (12) beginning
FRANCIS J. CARMODY, III, and ending
MATTHEW N. WATTS, which nominations
were received by the Senate and appeared in
the Congressional Record of June 7, 2018.

PN2099 NAVY nominations (22) beginning
LUCAS G. BARLOW, and ending CHRISTINA
J. WONG, which nominations were received
by the Senate and appeared in the Congres-
sional Record of June 7, 2018.

PN2100 NAVY nominations (5) beginning
KATHARINE M. CEREZO, and ending JOE
M. VASQUEZ, which nominations were re-
ceived by the Senate and appeared in the
Congressional Record of June 7, 2018.

PN2101 NAVY nominations (49) beginning
KEVIN J. ALTEMARA, and ending JACOB
E. WILSON, which nominations were re-
ceived by the Senate and appeared in the
Congressional Record of June 7, 2018.

PN2102 NAVY nominations (43) beginning
PATRICK A. BATISTE, and ending ROBERT
J. WRENN, which nominations were received
by the Senate and appeared in the Congres-
sional Record of June 7, 2018.

PN2130 NAVY nomination of Douglass R.
Weiss, which was received by the Senate and
appeared in the Congressional Record of
June 11, 2018.

PN2165 NAVY nomination of Lerome S.
Snaer, which was received by the Senate and
appeared in the Congressional Record of
June 18, 2018.

PN2166 NAVY nomination of Daniel J.
Rizzo, which was received by the Senate and
appeared in the Congressional Record of
June 18, 2018.

————

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ate will now resume legislative session.

——————

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate be in a period of morning business,
with Senators permitted to speak
therein for up to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————

FARM BILL

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, I rise
to commend Agriculture Committee
Chairman ROBERTS and Ranking Mem-
ber STABENOW for their leadership in
crafting a bipartisan farm bill that will
help support our Nation’s farmers and
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growers, provide funding for critical
agriculture research programs, and
make important investments in nutri-
tion and food security programs.

It is an exciting time for agriculture
in Maine. In fact, according to a recent
study, Maine ranks first in the Nation
for farming outlook, which considers
factors such as farmer age, percentage
of beginning farmers, and number of
farms per 100 residents. According to
the most recent Census data, the share
of Maine farms owned and operated by
farmers under the age of 45 is steadily
growing. These factors show that
Maine farms are poised for continued
growth and long-term success.

The bill we have just passed includes
a number of provisions from the Next
Generation in Agriculture Act, which I
introduced with Senator HEITKAMP, in-
cluding a reauthorization of the Begin-
ning Farmer and Rancher Development
Grant Program at a higher funding
level. Since this program was estab-
lished nearly a decade ago, it has sup-
ported more than 60,000 beginning
farmers across every region of the
country. In Maine, these grants have
helped to build the capacity and skills
of beginning farmers, as well as imple-
ment a dairy farmer apprenticeship
program.

Maine’s agricultural resurgence has
also been bolstered by a rapidly ex-
panding organic sector. According to
the Maine Organic Farmers and Gar-
deners Association, Maine’s organic ag-
riculture sector has grown 76 percent
over the past 5 years alone. In 2017, the
association certified 535 farmers and
producers representing more than
90,000 acres of farmland. The strong
support for organic agriculture in this
bill will help ensure that this sector
continues its growth.

Federal investment in organic agri-
culture research, however, has not kept
pace with the growth of organic pro-
ducers. This bill incorporates legisla-
tion I introduced with Senator CASEY
that will increase funding for the Or-
ganic Agriculture Research and Exten-
sion Initiative, OREI. These additional
resources will help ensure our farmers
and producers benefit from the rising
demand for organic products.

In addition to experiencing a resur-
gence in agriculture, Maine is also in
the midst of reorienting its forest prod-
ucts industry following the downturn
of traditional pulp and paper produc-
tion in our State. I am encouraged to
see that the bill supports innovative
wood products research and develop-
ment at institutions of higher learning.
Based on provisions of the Timber In-
novation Act, which I have cospon-
sored, the bill would authorize grants
to advance the use of innovative wood
products. Priority would be given to
proposals that include the use or retro-
fitting of existing sawmill facilities
with higher-than-average unemploy-
ment rates, which could be helpful to
States such as Maine that are still re-
covering from the job losses from the
closure of traditional mills.

S4725

An amendment that I sponsored with
Senator CANTWELL to direct the Forest
Service to continue using remote sens-
ing technologies when conducting for-
est inventory and analysis activities
has also been incorporated. This tech-
nology is faster and less expensive
thanphysically surveying plots of land
and would enable the Forest Service to
provide more accurate data to inform
forest management decisions.

The bill also includes a number of
provisions from the Local FARMS Act,
legislation that I led with Senator
BROWN. One Kkey provision provides
mandatory funding for the Organic
Certification  Cost-Share  Program,
which helps to cover a portion of the
costs associated with obtaining or re-
newing organic certifications.

Another component from our Local
FARMS Act is the Local Agriculture
Market Program, which will provide
grants to support the development and
expansion of direct producer-to-con-
sumer marketing, as well as value-
added agricultural products.

The bill also includes important pro-
visions that help combat hunger, in-
cluding the Local FARMS Act’s estab-
lishment of a Harvesting Health pilot
program through which fresh fruits and
vegetables are provided to low-income
individuals and households, as well as
the reauthorization of the Seniors
Farmers’ Market Nutrition Program.
The latter program is critically impor-
tant for combating hunger among sen-
iors and is complemented by the Farm
Bill’s reauthorization of the Com-
modity Supplemental Food Program,
also known as the Senior Food Box
Program. In an effort to help more sen-
iors access and remain enrolled in the
Senior Food Box Program, I am pleased
that the bill includes a provision from
legislation I authored with Senator
CASEY, the Nourishing Our Golden
Years Act, which would allow States to
establish a 3-year certification period
for participants 60 years or older, effec-
tively simplifying the process to pro-
vide this much-needed support.

The Specialty Crop Block Grant pro-
gram that has been so vital for farmers
and producers in my State is reauthor-
ized for another 5 years. These grants
support research and extension activi-
ties that address key challenges facing
specialty crops, including Maine’s
iconic potatoes and lowbush blue-
berries, aiming to improve production
efficiency, address threats from pests
and diseases, more accurately prevent
and monitor potential food safety haz-
ards, and enhance crop characteristics.

The bill also makes important in-
vestments to support the export of U.S.
agricultural products by reauthorizing
both the Market Access Program,
MAP, and the Foreign Market Develop-
ment Program, which are critical to
the success of Maine farmers and fish-
ermen as they work to remain competi-
tive in the global marketplace. Accord-
ing to the Maine International Trade
Center, MAP has allowed Maine com-
panies to expand their markets and
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create more local jobs by facilitating
the promotion and sale of Maine prod-
ucts like wild blueberries in the Middle
East, maple syrup in Central Africa,
and shellfish in the Far East.

As we continue to promote products
such as maple syrup abroad, we must
also ensure that we are not hindering
their success here at home. Pure maple
sugar producers in my state have ex-
pressed serious concerns with the
““added sugar’” requirements in the
FDA’s updated nutrition facts label
rule. The rule would require the label
to state that all sugar in the product is
““added sugar.”” While the FDA in-
tended for the rule to help consumers
make better-informed dietary choices,
it is clear that the Agency’s proposal
instead creates confusion. Producers
believe that the term ‘‘added sugar,”
when used with a single-ingredient
sweetener such as pure maple syrup or
honey, implies the addition of another
sugar like corn syrup.

I have raised this issue directly with
FDA Commissioner Gottlieb, who is
open to considering other approaches
proposed by the industry, and have ad-
dressed it through language in the ag-
riculture funding bill that directs FDA
to evaluate alternate labeling pro-
posals. Although I am encouraged to
see that the FDA recently announced
it would ‘‘swiftly formulate a revised
approach that makes key information
available to consumers in a workable
way,”’” I have joined Senator KING in of-
fering an amendment to help ensure
that this problem is rectified.

Another reasonable reform I am
pleased to see included is sponsored by
Senator GRASSLEY. It closes a loophole
allowing an unlimited number of pas-
sive ‘“managers’” to be designated by
farm entities for the purpose of col-
lecting farm subsidies. These subsidies
are intended to support workers who
are truly ‘‘actively engaged.”” This pro-
vision will save an estimated $211 mil-
lion, $100 million of which will be re-
allocated to The Emergency Food As-
sistance Program, TEFAP, which sup-
ports food pantries around the country.

It is a testament to the leadership of
Chairman ROBERTS and Ranking Mem-
ber STABENOW that they have produced
a strongly bipartisan farm bill, and I
am pleased to have supported it.

——
VOTE EXPLANATION

Ms. DUCKWORTH. Mr. President, I
was necessarily absent for vote No. 140
on the motion to invoke cloture on the
motion to proceed to H.R. 2, the Agri-
culture and Nutrition Act of 2018. On
vote No. 140, had I been present, I
would have voted yea.

Mr. President, I was also necessarily
absent for votes related to consider-
ation of H.R. 5895, the Energy and
Water, Legislative Branch, and Mili-
tary Construction and Veterans Affairs
Appropriations Act, 2019. Had I been
present for vote Nos. 138 and 139, I
would have voted yea on the motion to
table Mr. LEE’s amendment No. 3021, as

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

modified, and I would have voted yea
on passage of H.R. 5895.

As an original cosponsor of Mr.
TESTER’s amendment No. 2971 to pre-
vent the denial of access to records and
documents by various inspectors gen-
eral, and as an original cosponsor of
Mr. BENNET’s amendment No. 2983 to
increase employment for members of
the Armed Forces in emerging indus-
tries, had I been present for vote Nos.
136 and 137, I would have voted yea on
both amendments. In addition, on vote
No. 135, had I been present, I would
have voted yea on Mr. YOUNG’s amend-
ment No. 2926 to require the Secretary
of Veterans Affairs to conduct a study
on the effectiveness of the Veterans
Crisis Line.

HONORING GEORGE C. WILLIAMS
AND THE CREW OF THE FLYING
FORTRESS

Mr. PORTMAN. Mr. President, I wish
to honor George C. Williams and the
crew of the 42-299-28 B-17 Flying For-
tress that was shot down over Nor-
mandy, France, during WWII 75 years
ago on July 4, 1943.

George C. Williams, bombardier from
Warren, Trumbull County, OH, was
killed in action. While assisting the
nose gunner, his chute accidentally
opened inside the aircraft. Pilot Olof
Ballinger offered up his own parachute,
but George refused. It is believed that
he attempted to fly the plane after all
the crew had evacuated.

Pilot Olof Maximilian Ballinger, of
Newton Falls, Trumbull County, OH,
evaded capture and walked alone, with
no compass, over the Pyrenees Moun-
tains. He reached safety in Spain in
November 1943 and returned to the U.S.
He eventually moved to California.

Harry W. Basucher, Jr., of Cin-
cinnati, OH, was killed in action inside
the plane by enemy cannon fire.

Copilot John Marshall Carrah, from
Chico, CA, evaded capture and escaped
to Switzerland and then to Spain and
returned to the U.S. in March 1944 and
continued to assist in the war effort.
He was a career U.S. Air Force officer
retiring as a lieutenant colonel.

Byron J. Gronstall, from Van Nuys,
CA, who evacuated the plane, was cap-
tured by a German patrol. He was a
prisoner of war at Stalag 7TA.

William C. Howell, from Goldsboro,
NC, who evaded capture, was seriously
wounded.

Francis E. Owens, of Pittsburgh, PA,
evaded capture but died of exposure in
the Pyrenees Mountains while trying
to assist other crewmen through the
dangerous passage. He was awarded the
Soldier’s Medal for bravely dragging
wounded men out of harm’s way.

John K. Lane, a radio operator from
Deland, FL, was captured and was a
prisoner of war at Stalag 7TA and 17B.
Francis E. Owens found John K. Lane
unconscious and dragged him the
length of the plane before attaching a
parachute and pulling the ripcord while
assisting him out of the aircraft.
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Paul McConnell, the navigator from
Montgomery, AL, evaded capture.

Albert Wackerman, from Salinas, CA,
was Killed in action by enemy fire
aboard the B-17.

A documentary was created about
these 10 brave American aviators and
will be featured at an event in Warren,
OH, on July 2, 2018, at the Samuel E.
Lanza Veterans Resource Center.

The son of copilot John M. Carrah,
who has done extensive research, heard
first-person accounts from his father,
and assisted in filming the documen-
tary, will speak after the documentary
viewing. This event is sponsored by the
Tribune Chronicle with assistance from
Warren city councilman John Brown.

The bravery of the crew of the 42-299-
28 B-17 Flying Fortress was indicative
of so many of their generation who
risked life and limb to liberate Europe
from an evil unlike anything our coun-
try and allies had ever faced.

We can never repay them for their
service and sacrifice, but this United
States Congress and our Nation are for-
ever grateful for their actions and the
actions of so many others like them.

———————

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

TRIBUTE TO TOM LABRIE

e Mr. DAINES. Mr. President, this
week I have the honor of recognizing
Tom Labrie of Phillips County for his
18 years of serving his community as
the head chef at the Great Northern
Restaurant.

Tom was born and raised in Malta.
After graduating from Malta High
School, Tom began working at the
Great Northern Restaurant where he is
a self-taught chef. He has since worked
at the Great Northern Restaurant for
18 years, working his way up the line to
head chef. He and his wife Anna have
two kids and are active members of the
Malta community.

Tom’s time at the restaurant stands
out for two reasons: his hard work and
his skills in the kitchen. Although he
is the head chef, he does more than
cook the food. Other employees and
customers find him filling in wherever
help is needed, including cashing out
customers. While he is a self-taught
chef, the food he creates makes the
Great Northern Restaurant and Hotel
stand out in Malta and the greater
Phillips community.

Tom is the secret ingredient to the
success of the Great Northern Res-
taurant. The employees are grateful for
his leadership and hard work as it
keeps the restaurant running smooth-
ly.

Congratulations, Tom, on your suc-
cessful career and impact on Malta’s
community. I look forward to my next
stop at the Great Northern Restaurant
to try your famous chicken fried
steak.®
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